
Annual Report 2011 
 

The United Way of Colquitt County’s mission is to or-
ganize, coordinate, and maximize the resources avail-
able to our diverse community to improve the quality  
of life. 

 

2011 Volunteer Leadership        
 

    President             Donna Lott—SGB 
    Campaign Chair       Bob Swadel 
    Treasurer                   Bob Craft— SGB 
    Past President          Barbara Jelks—MTC 

 
2012 Board of Directors 

 

Sonya Aldridge - Colquitt EMC              

Keith Brown - South GA Banking Company   

Robbie Clayton - State Farm Insurance        

Marc DeMott - Ameris Bank 

Chris Eavenson  Sanderson Farms 

Claire Feazel - City of Moultrie 

Julian Griner-Lifespring Community Church  

Virginia Hart - Ag Community  

Kenny Hannon - Moultrie Fire Department 

Cynthia Hernandez - Ellenton Health Clinic 

Tavarez Holston - Moultrie Tech College 

Scotty Jarvis - Crystal Pharmacy 

April King - Commercial Banking Company  

Darrell Phillips - Riverside Manufacturing  

Kay Powell Abraham Baldwin Ag College 

Janet Sheldon - Park Regency 

Chip Stapleton - Edward Jones Investment 

Elizabeth Strickland-Riverside Manu Co. 

Luke Strong III-Luke Strong Son Mortuary 

Leigh Wallace Moultrie Technical College 

Alicia Waller Medical Community 

Mary Beth Watson JWIC, Inc. 

Amy Willis Sunbelt Expo 

 

       

 

born learning 
Children are constantly learn-

ing, right from birth. Their 

early years are the foundation 

for growth and development, 

and what they learn during 

those years depends on the 

experiences they have each 

and every day. This is our 

greatest challenge as parents 

and caregivers, as well as our  

 

greatest opportunity. The born 

learning trail located along the 

bike trail at Lower Meigs road 

is an excellent opportunity  for 

parents, caregivers and tod-

dlers to walk the trail and fol-

low the signs to learn along the 

way. 
 

watch                       

 learn 

     stop 

 play 

Watch what your child 

likes to do, is it playing 

with other children or 

heading for the slide? 

Do the thing your child 

likes to do. Is your 

child staring or pointing 

at something?  Ask, 

What do you see? 

When you follow a 

child s lead, curiosity 

and confidence grow. 

Take your children to 

enjoy and Learn at the 

born learning trail. 

Children from the YMCA 

childcare center and United 

Way board members opened 

the trail. 



 

Strengthening and Supporting Families 2011 Grant  Program  

Children s Cheer and Toy Shop $ 9,000  Provided toys for 2500 children at Christmas and  100 sum-

mer healthy choices bags. 

Colquitt Food Bank $ 4,000  Provided food for 5976 individuals in need. 

Colquitt County Red Cross $ 27,000   Provided disaster services to 83 people and health and safety 

services for 60 people in Colquitt County. 

SW GA CAC Emergency Relief $ 45,000  Assistance to 247 families with utility payments and 30 fami-

lies with rent/mortgage payments. Provided basic needs for 

families in serious financial stress. 

Salvation Army $ 8,000  Assistance to 233 individuals with utility, rent and medical 

assistance. 

United Way Emergency Relief $ 2,490  Assistance to 47 individuals with medicine, bus tickets, gas, 

food, rent, utilities, and basic needs in Colquitt County. 

Helping Children and Youth Succeed    

Colquitt County Arts Center $ 27,500  Served 19 adults Senior Adult painting, 134 students Summer 

Arts Camps, 460 children for Art in the Afternoon, 140 stu-

dents drumline program, 10 seniors with the Elder Art pro-

gram, 22 students with scholarships, 125 with art at Boys & 

Girls Club, 43  in Children s theater and 200 with festival art. 

Colquitt County 4-H $ 7,000  Served 1,000 youth in Colquitt County with 4-H program 

Girl Scouts of Historic GA $ 1,500  Assistance with scouting program for 90 girls and  adults 

Moultrie YMCA $ 52,000  Mentoring for 320 children, Childcare assistance for 30 chil-

dren, Primetime afterschool assistance for 67 children 

R. D. Smith Youth Center $ 9,000  Academic and character focused afterschool program for 337 

children. 

Suwannee River Boy Scout Council $ 1,000  Scouting program for 90 boys and 41 adult volunteers 

    

Vulnerable and Aging Populations    

Easter Seals/Colquitt Options $4,390  Recreation activities & YMCA memberships for 8 residents 

and new outdoor pavilion for residents. 

Green Oaks Center $2,500     Provided funding for automatic wheelchair lift for agency van. 

Hero House/Children s Advocacy Center $ 14,000  Services to 69 families & children who were victims of abuse 

Serenity House $ 24,500  Services to 209 victims of domestic violence and new security 

system for the shelter. 

Special Olympics $ 3,000  Served 601 athletes uniforms, equipment, travel, meals, and 

fees 

Promoting Self Sufficiency    

Colquitt County Habitat for Humanity $ 7,000  Providing home ownership for 51 individuals in Colquitt Co. 

Cross Roads Gospel Rescue Mission $ 21,600  Food, shelter and a new start for 62 homeless individuals 

Hope House $ 10,500  Provided parenting classes & counseling to 455 mothers. 

Meals on Wheels $ 12,000  Provided delivered meals year round for 8 senior citizens 

SW GA CAC Senior Nutrition $ 23,500  Provided daily congregate & delivered meals to 56 seniors 

 

Grand Total $ 316,480   

2011 United Way Community Investment Funding  



    

Additional 2011 accomplishments: 
The United Way of Colquitt County manages the Tommy Bender fund which provides assistance to local Girl and 

Boy Scouts. In 2011 the Tommy Bender fund provided $1626 to Boy Scout Troop #400 and Girl Scout Troop #443 

for assistance with Summer Camp fees and uniforms, handbooks and pins. 
 

Teens Taking Charge (TTC ) The United Way of Colquitt County biannually holds a program called Teens Taking 

Charge. This program that involves the youth of our community and was established in 2008 with funding from the 

United Way Board of Directors. It allows teens to serve as a grant making committee.  The panel is made up of teens 

from the Chamber of Commerce  Leadership Colquitt County Program and they award $2000 in grant money for pro-

grams/projects that are geared for young people of the Colquitt County area, age 18 and under. The TTC program 

provides a unique opportunity for teens to assume leadership roles by giving back to their communities through ser-

vice, and by working with other teens to address local concerns or needs through the funding of youth programs.  In 

2011 they awarded $500 to the Toy Shop for assistance to the hearing impaired; $500 to the Serenity House after-

school program; $200 to the Boys and Girls Club teen evening program; $300 to the Lifespring Afterschool program; 

and $500 to the Friendship Baptist Church Summer youth program. 
 

Born Learning Trail  - United Way Worldwide developed the Born Learning initiative and materials. The United Way 

of Colquitt County partnered with the City of Moultrie and the YMCA to develop the trail. United Way provided $5000 

toward the cost of  building the educational trail for toddlers and their caregivers. 
 

During 2011 United Way of Colquitt County provided $1000 in disaster assistance to assist with recovery after the 

tornadoes in the Southeast. 
  

Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program United Way annually convenes the board, accepts applica-

tions and monitors and reports on the funding from this program. These funds are used for food, shelter, rent, utilities 

and other shelter items. In 2011 Colquitt County received $18,754. 
 

Community Impact  The United Way board finalized the process for Community Impact grants in the areas of 

Health targeting: Healthy Beginnings, Healthy Eating & Physical activity, and Access to Health Care.  The process 

was rolled out to the community in August with grant proposals due in January 2012. This is a 3 year award potential 

of $10,000 per year for 3 years.  
 

Dictionary Project Annually United Way provides assistance to make possible the Dictionary Project which provides 

a Student Dictionary to every 3rd Grader in Colquitt County. 
 

Day of Action 2011 was held September 21 where 55 volunteers worked at 6 agencies on projects of need. Chil-

dren s Toy Shop, Colquitt County Arts Center, Hero House, YMCA Childcare Center, CC Red Cross and CC Habi-

tat for Humanity all had volunteer teams to come and work at their agencies. 

Community Investment Committee  

Each year the United Way board members serve on the community investment committees to determine the most effective allo-

cation of the funds for 2012. Non board members assist with this process and represent a pool of donors from their respective 

companies. The board members and volunteers spent more than 200 volunteer hours during May and June meeting with partner 

agencies to determine the most effective allocation of funding for the  2012 campaign dollars. The committee allocated $304,800 

for 2012. The goal was set for $420,000 to allow for shrinkage, fundraising and management/general expenses.  

 

Community Investment Committee Chair: Marc DeMott  

Community Investment volunteers for 2012 Allocations 

All 2011 United way Board Members 

Community Investment Volunteers 

 Karen Boyd, Southwest Georgia Bank    Donna Gamble, Moultrie Housing Authority  

 Elizabeth Chapman, McLean Engineering           Thomas Lasseter, CRMC   

 Staci DeRosso, CRMC      Laura Malagon, South Georgia Banking Company          

 Jason Gaines,  Windstream     Becky Rychener, Board of Education 
 
  

    THANK YOU    FOR GIVING.   FOR ADVOCATING.   FOR VOLUNTEERING 



 
2011 Campaign Cabinet for 2012 Funding  
 

 Campaign Chair ñBob Swadel    Dental ñJohn Lee Redding  
 Campaign Co -Chair ñMarc DeMott   Insurance  - Robbie Clayton  
 Agribusiness ñFrank Cox     Northwest ñDorothy Crapps  
 Attorneys ñKen Turnipseed    Real Estate ñJudy Burnham  
 CPAõsñBill Tucker      Small Business ñUnited Way Board  
 Medical ñMary Trescott     DAY of ACTION ñMary Beth Watson  
 

2011 Corporate Campaign Coordinators    
 

Pat GayñAmeris Bank    Ann Hoffman ñAmeris Bank  Sandra Yeoman ñBelks  
Alane Kadel ñBud K Worldwide   Dixie Burnsed ñBud K Worldwide  Karen Nevels ñCity of Moultrie  
Becky Perry ñBoard of Commissioners  Sonya Aldridge ñColquitt EMC  Jody Perry ñCRMC 
Jane Simpson ñCC Arts Center   April King ñCommercial Banking  Mary Webb ñDFCS              
Tonya Roberts ñDestiny Homes   Russ Joiner ñGreen Oaks Center  Sherita Gaines ñLoweõs    
Donna Gamble ñMoultrie Housing  Barbara Jelks ñMTC  Nazrin Jordan ñNational Beef 
Darrell Phillips ñRiverside Manu.   Terry Allen ñRiverside Manu.  Susan Owens ñSGBC             
Keisly Exum ñSanderson Farms   Chris Eavenson ñSanderson  Bob Craft ñSGB 
Blue Hackle ñSerenity House   Denise Bell ñSW GA CAC  Sheree Turner ñSunbelt Expo-
Caroline Voyles ñThe Observer   Michelle Reddick ñTurning Point  Ben Summerlin ñWindstream 
Anne Kathryn Stone ñMoultrie YMCA  Bobby Johnson ñUSPS 
 

2011 Board of  Education Coordinators  
 

Becky Rychener ñSchools Coordinator  Robbye Hodges ñPEC  Lisa Brooks ñCCHS 
Wendy Wheeler ñCCHS   Lee Bass ñCCHS   Dana Newsome ñCCHS 
Barbara Stone ñCCHS   Patricia Akin ñR B Wright   Kim Ashley ñR B Wright  
Berri Tatum ñWJWMS   Staci Cortez ñSunset Elementary  Carol Herndon ñOkapilco     
Jennifer Hull Thomas ñStringfellow  Holly Faison ñOdom Elementary  Carol Bannister ñNorman Park  
Theresa Singletary ñHamilton   Sharon Veasey ñC A Gray  Jr Hi    Debbie Taylor ñFunston  
Angela Tyner ñDoerun Elementary  Davis Tyler ñCox Elementary  Jill Stanford ñCentral Office  
June Croft ñMaintenance    Dar Lange ñBus Shop   Carol Weldon ñGifted Center  
 

Campaign 2012 ñTop 25 Accounts -Companies/Divisions/Individuals raised $400,000  
  

1) Sanderson Farms    10)  Bud K Worldwide   18)  Moultrie YMCA  
2) Southwest Georgia Bank   11)  Jimmy Jeter    19)  Medical Community  
3) Colquitt Regional Medical Center  12)  SW GA CAC    20)  David Tyndall  
4) Riverside Manufacturing   13) Turning Point Hospital  21)  Windstream  
5) C. C. Board of  Education   14)  Retired Community   22)  Destiny Home Builders  
6) National Beef     15)  Moultrie Technical College23)  Agribusiness Division  
7) Small Business Group   16)  City of Moultrie   24)  Colquitt County Govõt 
8) Dan Jeter     17)  Northwest Community  25)  Colquitt EMC  
9) Ameris Bank      
 

The following companies/divisions contributed between $1,000 and $2500  
 

1) Moultrie Stadium Cinema   4)  Insurance Division   7) South Georgia Banking Co.  
2) Wal ð Mart     5)  Commercial Banking Co.  8)  Real Estate Division  
3) Dentist Division    6)   State Merit Employees  9)  CPA Division      
                              10) McLean Engineering  
     

     THANK YOU     FOR GIVING.  FOR ADVOCATING. FOR VOLUNTEERING. 


